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Junior Newsletter Christmas 2011

Season’s Greetings everyone,

We are now nearly half way through another season and I must thank everyone for their continued support and hard work, especially the coaches who tirelessly gave up their own spare time to educate the children both with their football and social development.

What have we achieved in the last 12 months?

In the last month we have gained Silver Accreditation with the Welsh Football Trust, which is a significant step forward for the Club. This does involve a considerable amount of administration for Officers of the Club, together with all the coaches and parents all of which need to be congratulated for their efforts and co-operation.

Our next step will be to achieve gold status by the end of 2012 and this shows our commitment to the development of our players and our coaches so that people can expect as high a standard as possible when they join our Club. 

2 of our coaches namely Chris Johnson and Leighton Phillips have both achieved their C certificate for coaching this year. This has shown considerable effort and commitment from both of them as this has been achieved in their own time. This is a level of coaching that many other Clubs do not invest in and once again demonstrates the high aspirations we have for our teams.
In our first season of Senior Ladies football in the West Wales Girls and Ladies League, we lifted the championship, which was a tremendous effort given that our oldest player was only 18.

One of our Ladies squad namely Stacey Webber has represented Wales at Under 17 level this season in a 4 team tournament out in Moldova. This is a significant achievement from a Club of our size and we are considerably proud of Stacey and what she has achieved so far. We wish Stacey the very best for the New Year and hope that she can go on and win even more honours in the Red of Wales.
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What do we wish for the New Year?

Our major wish for the New Year is to succeed with our project to upgrade our astroturf training facilities at Dafen Park so that all our teams will be able to train there from next season onwards.

This season it will cost us approximately £3600 to hire additional training facilities which in future years can be directed to the annual maintenance of our own facilities in Dafen.

However this project is likely to cost within the region of £100,000 to £150,000 and we are likely to have to contribute at least 10% of the funding ourselves, which means our target is to raise at least £15,000 over the next 6 months.

There have been various funding activities over the last 12 months which has resulted in over £3000 being raised but this is still only 20% of our target.

So we asking everyone to pull out all the stops to help us over the next 6 months as we seek to raise a further £12,000, through a variety of means as indicated below.

Christmas Show at Llanelli AFC

This will take place on Wednesday 28th December 2011 from 7pm onwards with our very own Chris Jones providing the entertainment.

This is open to all Club members and friends and tickets are on sale at £3.50 each from Alan Baker on 07929154969. There will be bingo and a raffle and it is hopeful we can raise somewhere in the region of £500 from a festive evening of fun and enjoyment.
Easter Draw

We presently have around 230 members at Senior and Junior level and if everyone could sell on average £25 of tickets each we could achieve somewhere in the region of £5500 sales, especially if we can all seek out donations from local business people etc. for the prizes.


Football Festival

We would like to organise this on a weekend sometime in May or June for all age groups both boys and girls, but would need significant input and assistance from many people throughout the Club to make this a success.

We would to make this a weekend for all the family and even invite teams from all over Wales and further afield if possible. If you have any experience of organising such an event, or even are prepared to help out on the weekend, please give me a ring on 0779 421 4525 early in the New Year.

These are just some ideas our Committee have looked at recently but if anyone has any further ideas etc. please give me a ring on the number above, as all help is gratefully and urgently accepted.

Teams

We are still looking for more players for our teams especially at the following age groups

Boys Under 7's, Under 9's, Under 11's, and Under 16's, and Girls Under 14's, so if you have any friends, relatives etc. with children interested in playing football please see your coach for further details of when the above age groups train and who the coach contact is.

Coaches

Additionally we are still looking for volunteers to become coaches/football leaders for a variety of age groups, and the Club will cover the cost of the training you will need to undergo to be able to coach children.

For next season at the latest we need people to coach the following teams

Boys Under 7's – 2 coaches

Boys Under 9's – 2 coaches

Boys Under 16's – 1 coach

Girls Under 12's – 1 coach

Girls Under 14's – 1 coach


Junior and Senior Committee

For a Club of our size we now urgently need volunteers to join and take an active part in our Club on either of our Committees, especially if we want to continue to improve the infra structure at Dafen.

This is everyone's opportunity to get involved and improve what we already have at Dafen, and help us become the envy of many other Clubs not in Carmarthenshire, but in South Wales.

Future Functions

The Club will be holding a Past and Present evening on the 19th February 2012 at our Headquarters at Dafen Cricket Club, and everyone is welcome to attend including partners.

Tickets will be on sale at £5 per person in the New Year and our special guest for the evening will be ex-Wales football manager Terry Yorath, with support from a local entertainer.



We hope you all have a lovely Christmas and we wish you the very best for the New Year.

David Tovey

Chairman, Dafen Welfare AFC
When you shop on line raise funds for your local village club Dafen Welfare AFC.All you need to do is visit http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/dafenwelfareafc and when you register select Dafen Welfare AFC as the organisation that you wish to supprt.


You can also raise funds when you search the web with our own search engine. Check out our unique easysearch page at http://dafenwelfareafc.easysearch.org.uk and use it every time you search the web








